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HAND OVER OF NEW BUILDING AT ST MARTIN’S

An extension to St Martin’s School, in the form of a new building, has today been handed
over to the Government by its contractor, GJBS Ltd. The building of this extension has
been funded by The Kusuma Trust Gibraltar.

The extension comprises a large classroom facility with immediately adjacent but separate
purpose built shower/bathroom and toilet facilities, a store room and a comfort/safe space
room. Additionally, there is a large therapy room which will also double up for multi-
disciplinary clinics with paediatricians and visiting consultants. At the lobby entrance there
is a therapists’ office and additional toilet facilities.

The latest in low consumption LED lighting technology has been used throughout the whole
building. The new build also incorporates design features to cool the building during the
warmer summer term and double glazed windows to provide a warmer classroom
environment in winter.

The back of the main wing extension includes a patio within which students can plant
seeds, grow flowers, herbs and the odd vegetable or fruit.

Lastly, a completely new mini-zoo with its own pond and walk-in aviary has been provided
to replace the old animal & bird keep.

Minister for Education, Gilbert Licudi QC said:
“The Government is extremely grateful to The Kusuma Trust Gibraltar for providing the
funds for this project. This is another example of the Trust working in conjunction with
Government for the benefit of the community.

St Martin’s was short of space for the very special needs that this school caters for. The
new building provides extra facilities which are welcomed by the teachers and by the
parents of the children who attend this school.
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I would take this opportunity to thank all those involved in this project and to recognise the
continued hard work and dedication of the Headmistress, her staff and the professionals
who each day provide an environment for the children to learn and develop their skills.”

Ends

Notes to Editors:

1. Main Classroom:

 The numbers at St. Martin’s School have grown over recent years, making it
impossible to cater for all the children in an adequate environment. This new
classroom will be catering for the needs of older pupils from where they will be
receiving their formal education. This will alleviate considerably the little space
available in the main building.

 The classroom will also be used for Ability Group Teaching which will be taking
place in the mornings.

 Older pupils will have the opportunity to practice their horticultural skills as there is a
small patio area behind the classroom. Here, they will be able to plant seeds, grow
flowers, herbs and the odd vegetable or fruit.

2. Therapy Unit:

 The purpose built therapy room will be used for both individual and group therapy
both during and after school hours. These will include – sensory integration
sessions, speech therapy/language groups and physiotherapy. There is a therapy
office to house the three therapists who provide a service to the school, where they
will be able to store all documents and paper work related specifically to the children
of St. Martin’s and the Early Birds Nursery. This area also houses a much needed
store room for specialised equipment used by the children.

 The Therapy room will also double up as a board room for multi-disciplinary clinics
with the paediatricians and visiting consultants.

 This area will also be accessible for parents of children receiving therapy where they
will be able to liaise with the therapists in a more private setting.


